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BOOK   it.   That was what Spencer had to deal with:  the ^^   very   foundations   of    the   social   fabric   rocking. Balfour's crisis was political, and it was superficial therefore   in   comparison.   And   his   weapons,   both in the shape of exceptional law, and in the public opinion at his back, were of the very first strength." When I arrived for the second time at Dublin Castle, both agrarian and political storm had sunk. New difficulties had arisen, minor in aspect and in substance, but with lively perils of their own, both in Ireland and at Westminster.   The Nationalists, from stringent union, were now bitterly divided.   It was to ask too much from human nature to suppose that the Parnellites would help a Government that was the chartered ally of their local rivals, and had ostracised  their   dead  leader.    Nor  could  I  forget the Plan of Campaign,.    The device was this: the tenants of a given estate agreed with one another on the abatement that in the current half-year's rent they thought just;   this they proffered in a body; if the landlord refused it for payment in full, they handed  the  money  over  through  a   committee  to somebody in whom they had confidence, to be used for the purposes of the struggle.   Of course this was an  unlawful   conspiracy.   Parnell did not approve. Mr. Gladstone could not approve: such an expedient it was impossible to reconcile with any principles of law and order in a civilised country.   It had a bad effect on British opinion, and it had helped to reduce the Liberal majority.   Worst of all, from the executive point, it left some thousands of evicted tenants whose  misery was  both  a provocation  to disorder, and opened an excellent chance for political mischief-makers.both refreshing and useful in parliamentary politics. It went far beyond a mere personal win. Impaired though it was by the capricious rapidity of the conversion in our favour since July, still in the aspect of ministerial policy there was no mistake about it. In my Election Address I had appealed for confidencendme." He smiled all over his face, playing with his fork.
